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From the Superintendent 

 
It has been a busy fall semester so far.  We just completed November, a month to remind 
us to be thankful. 
 

As I reflect on this semester, I am reminded there is much to be grateful for in 
GWISD.  Obviously, our students are at the top of our list.  Our students are the energy 
that brings life to our district.  Generally speaking, our students are kind, respectful, and 
good students. We may hit a bump or two, but our students are known throughout South 
Texas to be great, well-behaved kids. That makes me proud. 
 

Next, I think of our employees.  Our district has many moving parts—each department is 
integral to the success of our school.  Teachers, on the frontlines, work with our students 
to ensure they are prepared and educated.  Our paraprofessionals, counselors, speech 
and special education staff, nurse, clerical staff, and administrators work hard to support 
students in other areas.   
 

Our departments, including transportation, maintenance, custodial, and food service, 
provide necessary support to keep our school days running.  Their roles are essential to 
what we do.   
 

Our families are also indispensable.  The support they provide at home and at school en-
hances the educational process for our students.  I am proud of the reinforcement we get 
from parents and extended family.   
 
Our Board of Trustees is a top-notch supervisory group.  They not only look over the fi-
nancial and governing responsibilities of our district, but they care whole-heartedly for 
our students.  I appreciate the many hours they volunteer to ensure the strong operation 
of our school. 
 
Finally, but crucially important, are our taxpayers.  Obviously, we could not operate with-
out financial support from our base.  Our taxpayers have supported an incredible, yet 
conservative, 10-year development of our district facilities.  As I look around the district, 
it is remarkable to consider all the improvements that have been made.   
 

So, to each reader—whether student, employee, family member, or community mem-
ber—I thank you.  Thank you for doing your role at George West ISD.  We wouldn’t be the 
same school without you. 

George West ISD 
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Robin Sellman 

GWHS Hosts Veteran’s Day 

 Veteran’s Day is something special around George West High School. With the efforts of Mr. Richard Water-
house, Kristy Keach, Barbara Bednorz, Heather Lee, Mickey Southard, Bridget Emerson & Student Council, Mike 
Williamson, Nat McReynolds and the Longhorn Band, a large audience of about 400 people paid tribute to a spe-
cial group. Each year, students stop classes and gather together to recognize some of our Nation’s Finest who 
served our country nobly. This year was no exception. 

Veterans from all walks of life filed into the new activity center to reflect, remember, and to be appreciated. GWHS 
Principal, Richard Waterhouse, retired Colonel in the US Army, opened the ceremony by welcoming students, 
staff, visitors, and especially, veterans. Student Council President, Landry Keith, read the beautiful poem, “Old 
Glory”, and Lawson Henicke, Student Council Vice President, read “Veterans Day”. 

Guest speaker, Commander Nathaniel Mauer, who served in the US Marine Corp and is currently serving in the 
US Navy as a flight instructor, spoke eloquently of the selfless sacrifice those in uniform have given. “As we give 
thanks to Veterans, it is the sacrifice and their greatness that we are grateful for. It is the missed Thanksgiving 
dinner because they were the one on duty all night. It is being deployed during Christmas and unable to watch 
their kids open presents. It is the missed birthdays and anniversaries, or the birth of their child who they won’t get 
to meet for a few more months until they get home.” Commander Mauer went on to describe serving, “It is not be-
ing able to tuck in a child or read them a story. It is not being able to just pick up a phone and hear the voice that 
you wanted to hear.” 

Mauer also added thoughts about the darker side of serving. “And then, there are the things they cannot forget, or 
cannot leave behind, or the parts of them that got left behind, or the friends that they won’t be bringing back. The 
sounds and feelings that won’t go away. The dodging of trash on the side of the road. The smell or sound that trig-
gers a memory. The sleepless nights or bad dreams.” 

Mauer closed with, “It’s not an easy job to be called a Marine, a Soldier, a Sailor, an Airman, or a “Coasty”, but it’s 
one we are proud of…” 

The audience was silent as they reflected on Mauer’s words. One couldn’t help but choke back the inner grateful-
ness and appreciation for these veterans. They are a special breed. Heroes. 

One of the final moments of the ceremony, was the recognition and honoring of the “Hometown Heroes” who have 
and are currently serving in the military. Photos and bios flashed across the big screens as individuals were rec-
ognized. Some are still serving, some have since retired, and some have gone Home to Glory. 

The George West High School Band played “Marches of the Armed Forces”—a medley of songs representing the 
individual branches of the military. Veterans stood and were recognized, once again, during their particular song. 
During each song, the high school color guard presented the appropriate military branch flag. The pomp and cere-
mony within these few bars of music stirs the soul. 

As students were dismissed from the program, one by one, each student filed past these people of honor, they 
shook hands, hugged a neck, and thanked them. It was a remarkable sight. 

Perhaps they wear a few more wrinkles, or they walk a bit more hunched over. Perhaps they don’t see as well as 
they used to. Some may ride in a chair more than they walk these days, but, they’re our heroes. They’re the ones 
who have raised their hands. They’re the ones who said, “I’ll go.” They’re the ones who protected us. Whether it 
was World War II or Iraq or somewhere else…. The sacrifice was the same. The sacrifice was for us….and we’re 
grateful. 
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Kristy Keach 

STAAR Testing Dates for GWISD 

MONTH DATE TEST CAMPUS 

December 4 STAAR EOC English I High School 

5 STAAR EOC U. S. History High School 

6 STAAR EOC English II High School 

7 STAAR EOC Algebra I High School 

8 STAAR EOC Biology High School 

February 26- April 
6 

  K-12 TELPAS Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writ-
ing.  All 4 campuses are involved, they get to choose 
their test day.  I will let you know as soon as I hear from 
them. 

Primary 
Elementary 
Junior High 
High School 

March 26 TELPAS Online Reading/Speaking Test High School 

April 10 STAAR Grade 4 Writing 
Elementary 

STAAR Grade 5 Math 

STAAR Grade 7 Writing 
Junior High 

STAAR Grade 8 Math 

STAAR EOC English I High School 

11 STAAR Grade 5 Reading Elementary 

STAAR Grade 8 Reading Junior High 

12 STAAR EOC English II High School 

2-20 STAAR Alt 2 (grades 3-12) This only affects the Adap-
tive Ed classrooms. 

Elementary 
High School 

May 8 STAAR EOC Algebra I High School 

9 STAAR EOC U. S. History 

10 STAAR EOC Biology 

11 MAKE-UP DAY 

14 STAAR Grades 3, 4, 6, 7 Math and 5, 8 Math Re-Test Primary 
Elementary 
Junior High 

15 STAAR Grades 3, 4, 6, 7, Reading and 5, 8 Reading Re
-Test 

Primary 
Elementary 
Junior High 

16 STAAR Grades 5, 8 Science Elementary 
Junior High 

17 STAAR Grade 8 Social Studies Junior High 

18 MAKE-UP SESSIONS FOR ALL CAMPUSES Primary 
Elementary 
Junior High 

June 25 STAAR EOC English I Re-Test High School 

26 STAAR Grade 5 Math Re-Test Elementary 

STAAR Grade 8 Math Re-Test Junior High 

STAAR EOC Algebra I Re-Test High School 

27 STAAR Grade 5 Reading Re-Test Elementary 

STAAR Grade 8 Reading Re-Test Junior High 

STAAR EOC English II Re-Test High School 

28 STAAR EOC Biology Re-Test (8 am - noon) 
High School 

STAAR EOC U. S. History Re-Test (1 pm - 5 pm) 
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Krystal Studlar, Primary Librarian  

Christmas Stocking Decorating Contest 

Pre-K 
1

st
 Place: Ryker Baker 

2
nd

 Place: Zoey Worsham 

Ms. Studlar held a Christmas Stocking decorating contest for Pre-K through 3rd grade. They had to include their favorite 
book character somewhere on their stocking. We had a HUGE turnout with 96 stockings in all! The top 5 students in each 
grade level received a prize bag full of goodies. Every student that turned one in received a candy bag. Way to go George 
West Primary! 

Kinder 
1

st
 Place: Erabella Munoz 

2
nd

 Place: Hallie Holmes 
3

rd
 Place: Nayeli Serrano 

4
th
 Place: Lilliana Lewinski 
5

th
 Place: Alex Kelley 
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First Grade 
1

st
 Place: Abbi Racicot 

2
nd

 Place: Eden Kelsey 
3

rd
 Place: Ainslee Bowen 

4
th
 Place: Caydence Younts 

5
th
 Place: Dillon Vasquez 

 

 

 

 

Second Grade 
1

st
 Place: Lucia Lewinski 

2
nd

 Place: Tagg McClendon 
3

rd
 Place: Brennan Davis 

4
th
 Place: Charlie Garcia 

5
th
 Place: David Ham 

 

 

 

 

Third Grade 
1

st
 Place: Trip Munoz 

2
nd

 Place: Bradley Wenger 
3

rd
 Place: Lena Kate Bowen 
4

th
 Place: Liam Kelsey 

5
th
 Place: Marci Gonzalez 

Krystal Studlar, Librarian  

Christmas Stocking Decorating Contest 
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Mrs. Mauer had class outside recently. 
Students worked on some important 
spelling words. We say "Woo Hoo" to 
Mrs. Mauer for making learning fun! 

1st grade students went on mission recently 
to thank GW Community Helpers for their 
work in our city. 

 

Primary News 
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Primary News 

GW Primary staff members wore jeans on 
Veterans Day as part of the "Jeans for 
Troops" under the GI Go Fund. The initia-
tive supports healthcare, employment, and 
housing for our Veterans. Thanks for calling 
attention to our Veterans, primary staff! 
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Pat James 

Primary News 

 

 
 

A Hero’s Surprise 
 

It was a great day for Jessan Gonzalez at the GW Primary 
Awards Ceremony. Mr. James "accidentally forgot" 
Jessan's award. Mr. James called Jessan up for his award. 
Only, Mr. James didn't have it. His father, Sergeant First 
Class, Alan Gonzalez, surprised Jessan. His dad, US Ar-
my, has been deployed and has not seen Jessan since April. 
It was a great homecoming and an Award Ceremony 
Jessan will remember for a long time! Thank you for your 
service, SFC Gonzalez!  
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Stephanie Schuette 

Elementary News 

 

Secrets to better behavior 
You know what they say: An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.  That’s true when it comes to 
effective discipline, too.  Try these ideas for heading off problems. 
*Notice triggers – Being aware of what causes misbehavior goes a long way towards preventing it.  Per-
haps your youngster acts out when he’s tired – make sure he’s getting 9-11 hours of sleep.  Or maybe he 
misbehaves when he’s bored.  Let him write a list of activities for when there’s “nothing to 
do” (examples:  play solitaire, finger paint, do a puzzle). 
*Offer choices – Give your child some control in situations where he struggles to behave.  Does he typi-
cally whine while you’re running errands?  Consider letting him pick the order in which you do them.  Is 
it hard to get him to dress up for a family event?  He might like to choose the color of his shirt or pick out 
a pair of fun socks to wear. 
*Be a coach – Coaches demonstrate, encourage, and celebrate.  Why not use this approach for behavior 
you want your youngster to change?  If he should be putting dirty clothes in the hamper, for instance, 
“coach” him on tossing in his t-shirts. He’ll see that it’s more fun to “make a basket” than to drop clothes 
on the floor.  When you find his floor free of dirty clothes the next time, give him a high five.  
 

PARENTS:  Turning Off Cell Phone

 

HOME & SCHOOL   WORKING TOGETHER FOR SCHOOL SUCCESS 

Like most of us, we tend to pull out our phones frequently to check emails, text friends, or look at Face-

book.  Our phones can distract us from conversations we have with our children and the rest of our fam-

ilies.  Not only is it impolite, but it keeps us from really hearing things our children are saying to us!  Our 

children are much more important than our cell phones and we are setting an example for them.  Please 

be aware and more considerate.  Our families deserve our full attention and need it!!! 
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Elementary School News Continued 

 

George West Elementary Dates 
 

Dec 1  Magic Show for those that qualify 
Dec 2  UIL Meet in Dilley (4th and 5th Grades)   
Dec 4  Bike Show for those that qualify 
Dec 15  4th Grade Field Trip 
Dec 16  6th Grade UIL Meet in San Diego 
Dec 18  Game Truck for those that qualify 
Dec 19  Limo Lunch for those that qualify.  Christmas Program at 1:30 in SAC 
  Band Concert (6th Grade) 
Dec 21  Early Release 12 and 12:25 
Dec 22-Jan 5 Christmas Break 
Jan 8   Teacher Workday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

STAAR TESTING DATES THIS SCHOOL YEAR 
 

April 10 4th Grade Writing 5th Grade Math 
April 11 5th Grade Reading 
 

May 14 4th Grade Math 6th Grade Math 5th Grade Math Retest 
May 15 4th Grade Reading 6th Grade Reading 5th Grade Reading Retest 
May 16 5th Grade Science 
 

Please do not schedule appointments during STAAR testing days or check your child out early.  
These are very important days and the students work very hard all year to prepare! 
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Marianne Peters, Counselor 

Junior High News 

Sunshine Room is in need of NEW coats and blankets, and NJHS has offered to host a coat drive for Live Oak County. They espe-
cially need sizes 2T through 16. Also needed are portable heaters and socks and underwear. When you are out and about shopping 
for your Christmas list, please remember the people (especially the children) in our community who need a bit of help.  
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Ashley Lowe, Principal 

Junior High News 

 Nov. 28th  - Seventh grade traveled to SA to visit the Alamo and the mission 

 Nov. 1-16 - GWJH students and staff collected 4,719 canned food items for 
local outreach.  

 Nov. 13 - Dec 16 - NJHS coat, blanket, and heater drive 

 Dec. 4-20 - FCCLA Toy Drive 

 Dec. 8th - GWJH Winter Dance 

 Dec. 11-15 - GWJH Six Weeks/Semester Exams 

 Dec. 19th  - Band Concert 

 Dec. 20th  - FCCLA Christmas Caroling  

 Dec. 21st - SAC Student/Staff Volleyball Game 
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Viola Salinas 

George West Adaptive Ed Bowling 

The Adaptive Ed. Bowling team traveled to Area Com-
petition this month. All bowlers did a great job in repre-
senting G.W.I.S.D. They will be advancing to State com-
petition in February. State bowling will be held in Austin. 
Hats off to these students for a job well done! 

  

Results: 

Daymion Cano: Bronze Medal 
Adam Silva: Gold Medal 
Tucker Carpenter: Silver Medal 
Mia Perez: 4

th
 place 

Travis Emerson: Gold Medal 
Chris Valdez: Silver Medal 
Mercedes Reyes: 4

TH
 Place 

Payton Swint: 4
TH

 Place 
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Lighting of the City Park 

GWISD Students Help City Celebrate Season 
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Robin Sellman, Director of Educational Services 

3rd Annual Extra Special Field Day 

Thoughts from an administrator.....  
 
Every. Year. It happens every year. I cry. For those who know me, that's no shocker. But, let me tell you 
why.... The Extra Special Field Day is such a heartwarming event. As I told students this morning, today is 
probably the most worthwhile activity with which they could be involved. George West students step up 
every year. Almost 300 of the most incredibly special students had the time of their lives. The 3rd Annual 
Extra Special Field Day is in the books, and it was the most amazing day! I want our community to know 
that GW kids have the biggest hearts! You would have been proud of them today. They were not only man-
ning the games, races, and booths, but they were cheering, giving 'high fives', and hugging the athletes who 
are, as I was reminded today, fiercely competitive! Our students exhibited such compassion and care. Sunni 
Jo Weaver has taken the torch, left behind by Bella Chapa, and run with it in the most amazing way. Mrs. 
Viola Salinas and Mrs. Julie Edlin have worked tirelessly and 
given of themselves to make sure this day remains successful. 
But these special ladies couldn't have done this work without the 
help of an amazing committee and MANY student volunteers. 
More impressively, is the community support for this event. It 
could not be held without the financial support and donated 
goods. Our GW community is incredibly generous and has huge 
hearts. It is so wonderful to know that you all see the value in 
this amazing day. So, we thank you!! We heard many, many 
complements from teachers and parents today. GW students, 
once again, rose to the occasion, and we are proud.  
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3rd Annual Extra Special Field Day 
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Rebecca Neal 

GWHS Students Attend Student Legislative Session 

These GWHS students are participating in the Student 
Legislative Session at the Capitol in Austin. Students 
had the opportunity to learn the process legislators ex-
perience day to day including presenting and defending 
a bill in congress. We appreciate the GWEF for paying 
travel expenses for the group. It was a great experience 
for our students.  



  

High School News 
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Members of the George West Spanish Club came together at Storyfest to sell tur-
key legs and corn cups to festival-goers. The club sold meals and took donations to 
fund their upcoming trip to the Pan American Student Forum (P.A.S.F.) They will 
compete in various events that are related to Latino culture and the Spanish lan-
guage in San Antonio on March 2-3, 2018. Please visit the link www.PASF.com for 
more information regarding the competition. 

Harleigh Goebel 
Spanish Club 
Club Reporter 

2017-2018 

FFA RESULTS FROM AREA 

Junior chapter conducting 1st—Advancing to State 
Senior chapter conducting 3rd 
Public Relations 2nd—Advancing to State 
Ag Issues 3rd 
Senior Farm Skills 4th 
Junior Farm Skills 5th 
Junior Quiz 6th 
Junior Creed 3rd 
Senior Creed 6th 

State competition was at Sam Houston State University on December 2nd and 3rd. 

 

 

FFA members at Area Competition at 
A&M Kingsville during their Thanksgiving 

By GWHS 
FCCLA 

FCCLA members were caught being nice.  In an 
effort to make a point and set an example, stu-
dents intentionally set out to “be nice”.  Students 
provided donuts before school, provided veterans 
with thank you notes, supported the Lady Horns 
at a playoff game, helped teachers in their class-
room, and provided teachers with lunch.   
 
 
At the left, Danielle Falcon and Audrey Castillo, 
share a yummy donut with Mr. Sparks. 

http://www.pasf.com
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High School News 

Please help George 
West FCCLA and 
Valero “warm up” 
our community by 
donating blankets 
and coats through 
Dec. 15th.  
 
Coats must be new 
with tags. Drop off 
at the high school 

front office.  

GWHS FFA Teams, Public Relations and 
Greenhand Chapter Conducting compet-
ed at the State LDEs at Sam Houston 
State University in Huntsville.  
 
Students spend many hours in prepara-
tion for these competitions.  We’re proud 
of their commitment! 



  

Sports News 
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George West High School 
Basketball Coach, Andrew 
Spencer, had a unique 
matchup against his dad, GP 
coach Mark Spencer, at 
Longhorn Gym. Dad won 
first meeting 50-41.   The 
two coaches will meet up 
again at the GP tournament. 

 (Thanks to Rudy @rdy1114 at SanPat News 
for his photos.)   

7th Lady Yearlings Bring Home Consolation 
 
The George West Lady Yearlings brought home Con-
solation from one of the biggest schools, Corpus 
Christi Calallen Jr High Tournament, over the week-
end. These ladies have improved so much since the 
first game of the season. Bright and early Saturday 
morning the Lady Yearlings stepped on the court with 
Calallen. The Cats and Yearlings split games 14-25 and 
25-19, then played the third game and lost a nail 
bitter 13-15. This put the Lady Yearlings in the Conso-
lation Bracket and they accepted it and blew it away. 
Their second opponent was Beeville which it took 
three games, 25-10, 11-25 and 15-8. Next on line was 
Alice which the ladies took in two 26-24 and 25-14. 
Great Job Lady Yearlings! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Standing: Rhalista Duke, Leah Valverde, Sidney Cartwright, Coach Thompson, Maria Men-
doza, Brook Terry, Reagan Blount, Blair Brown 

Kneeling: Saeleigh DuBose, Jordan Hendrix, Liberty Barcak, Brooke Rhodes, Danika Valadez 
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High School News—Longhorns are Bi-District Champs 

We appreciate Lora Lea Geffert and Jerilyn 
Poe for taking photos for us during the year. 



 

 Bonfire 2017 



Coach Jessica Hall 

Bonfire 2017 
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Cathy Taylor 

GW Volleyball Honors 
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Cathy Taylor 

GW Volleyball Honors 
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7th Grade Basketball District Champs 

28 

7th LADY YEARLINGS DISTRICT CHAMPS 
 
Back Row: Sidney Cartwright, Brook Terry, Reagan Blount, Brooke Rhodes, Leah Valverde, Coach Thompson 
Front Row: Jordan Hendrix, Hailey Rosas, Danika Valadez, Liberty Barcak, Saeleigh DuBose, Maria Mendoza 

 
Lady Horns Softball will have a Parent’s meeting 

on December 13 at 5:30pm in Coach Garcia’s 
Adaptive Ed. classroom, Room 501.  
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HS Softball Schedule 
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Junior High Track Schedule 
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High School Track Schedule 
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JH Boys Basketball Schedule 
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JH Girls Basketball Schedule 



34 

  

HS Boys Basketball Schedule 
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HS Girls Basketball Schedule 



 

George West ISD 

913 Houston Street 

George West, Texas  78022  

361.449.1914 

George West ISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, or disability in provid-
ing education services, activities, and programs, including vocational programs in accordance with Title VI of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, as amended. 

George West ISD no discriminar por motivos de raza, religión, color, origen nacional, sexo o discapacidad en la 
prestación de servicios educativos, actividades y programas, incluyendo programas vocacionales, de acuerdo con el 
Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda, Titulo IX de las Enmiendas Educativas de 1972, la 

Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmendada.  

Notification to Parents 

George West ISD will make available a verbal Spanish translation of this newsletter.  If you would like a verbal Spanish translation, please con-
tact the campus in which your child is enrolled. 

Notificación a Padres 

El Districto Independiente Escolar de George West hará disponible una tradución verbal en español de este noticiero.  Si usted gustaria una 
tradución verbal en español, por favor de ponerse en contacto con la escuela en cual su niño este registrado. 

We’re on the Web at 
www.gwisd.esc2.net 


